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RUNNING TRI NEWSLETTER

February 2005 

Welcome

The 2005 season is already nearly upon us and most of you will already be heavily involved in the throes of organising or officiating. Whilst it might be tempting to despatch this newsletter straight to the (recycle) bin you are advised to make sure you read it first so that you are up to speed with all the latest developments.

The last edition of Running Tri (Autumn 2004) was packed with articles and advice which we hope that you found both useful and informative. If you have not yet seen a copy it is still available from http://www.britishtriathlon.org/index.php?pid=30559. Time has subsequently been spent following up on a number of the issues raised and this edition aims to update you.

Finally, if you have any topics, issues or questions that you would like to see covered in future editions of Running Tri please contact Ian Lole, National Participation Manager on 01509 226161 or e-mail ianlole@britishtriathlon.org
Jem Lawson

Chair, Events Committee

2005 Handbook

The 2005 handbook has now been distributed to all British Triathlon members. The size, layout and general design has been overhauled with the intention of creating an attractive document which is easy to navigate and which will be revisited throughout the season. By popular request the rulebook has been amended and produced as a separate A6 (pocket-sized) version which can easily be carried to events by officials and competitors alike. We hope that you are generally happy with the new look but if you have suggestions/ideas for the future we would love to hear from you.

Rulebook

Please take time to look at the 2005 rulebook described above (also available as a pdf file from www.britishtriathlon.org. There are a number of changes, too numerous to mention, which have been made. By and large the changes have been brought in to bring British Triathlon rules in line with the international rules. However, there are a number of changes e.g relating to draft legal racing for age group athletes, brought in to reflect domestic requirements.

Medical Cover At British Triathlon Registered Events

In the last edition of Running Tri it was reported that the original timetable for introducing the draft medical cover recommendations (January 1st 2005) was to be postponed pending an analysis of the medical report forms submitted by event organisers throughout 2004 and subsequent review meetings with the document authors.

The analysis of the medical report forms has begun and initial findings have indicated a lower return rate than originally indicated and more worryingly, that some events take place without formal medical provision in place. 

British Triathlon will be contacting events who currently provide no formal medical cover to address this issue in time for the 2005 season. 

Further updates will be provided in future editions of Running Tri but in the meantime if you are an event organiser and you have so far failed to return a completed Race Medical Report please could you do so as a matter of urgency. It is in all our interests to ensure that we have as accurate 

and as extensive medical statistics as possible. Thank you for your cooperation.

Completed forms should be sent to : Nicky Jones, Participation Team Administrator, British Triathlon, PO Box 25, Loughborough, Leicestershire LE11 3WX.

Nicky can also provide spare copies if required.

Event Suppliers Directory

Copies of the Event Suppliers Directory compiled by British Triathlon are available on request from Ian Lole/Nicky Jones.

Please bear in mind that:
· A listing does not constitute official endorsement but does indicate suppliers who have experience with and an understanding of triathlon and related sports

· The directory is constantly being updated

If you would like to be considered for a free listing in the directory (or would like further information) please send details of the service you provide and contact details to Ian/Nicky. 

2005 Race Licences

Further to the item in the last Running Tri the new arrangements for British Triathlon membership cards/race licences can now be confirmed.

Although the existing yellow cards are valid until 31st March 2005 the new cards are now being issued.

New for 2005 – there are two types of card :

1. Lilac colour – Combined membership card and race licence (which is clearly stated on both the front and back of the card). This is issued to all FULL members of British Triathlon. Card holders are NOT required to purchase Day Membership when racing. This card also carries International Endorsement.

2. Salmon colour – Associate Membership only (clearly stated on both the front and the back of the card). Card holders are required to purchase Day Membership if/when racing.

YELLOW CARDS ARE NO LONGER VALID FROM 1ST APRIL 2005.

It is hoped that the new colours and cards will assist event organisers to identify who is a current member of British Triathlon and who is/is not required to purchase Day Membership. Please do not accept that a competitor is a current full member of British Triathlon and therefore not liable to pay Day Membership unless they present their LILAC coloured racing licence.

Events Committee

The 2005 Events Committee will be represented by Jem Lawson (Chair), Tom Roberts (Welsh Triathlon Association), Richard Pearson (Triathlon Scotland), Ben Mansford, Barry Frost, Les Bailey and Ian Lole (British Triathlon). A further representative will be identified from commercial event organisers.

Amongst other projects during 2005 the Events Committee will be developing initiatives relating to quality standards at British Triathlon registered events, developing “terms of reference “ agreements for National Championship/World Championship Qualifiers/Grand Prix National Ranking events as well as seeking applications for major event status in 2006 and making recommendations to the Executive Board from those applications.

Referees and Motorcycle Referees

Work on cleansing the various refereeing databases held in the office is ongoing with a lot of time being spent on chasing non-respondents.

Briefly,

1. Static Referees

All static referees held on British Triathlon databases have been written to, e-mailed and phoned to establish their current status – referee level, whether still active, whether they wish to remain on the database and whether they are happy for their contact details to be published.

There are still a number of outstanding respondents but a cleansed database is now available from Nicky Jones. 

If you are a qualified referee and have not yet responded please contact Nicky on 01509 226153 as a matter of urgency.

2. Motorcycle Referees

As described in the last edition of Running Tri only National Escort Group qualified motorcyclists holding a minimum of a level 1 British Triathlon refereeing qualification can operate as a Motorcycle Referee – to fulfil insurance requirements. Any old-style “draftbusters” are no longer able to perform this function unless they become NEG qualified (British Cycling undertake assessment). To service these requirements the following is taking place :

a) NEG Qualified Motorcyclists

British Cycling have circulated an invitation to all NEG motorcyclists who are not currently British Triathlon referee qualified to undertake the level 1 (home study) referee qualification free of charge if they are interested in being included in the British Triathlon database. A number of NEG motorcyclists are pursuing this option.

A database of NEG/British Triathlon qualified motorcycle referees is being established.

b) Non NEG Motorcyclists

All non-NEG qualified motorcyclists have been written to and invited to register for NEG assessment or continue as static referees if they prefer. A third option is for them to be removed from the database.

As they become NEG qualified they will be added to the NEG/British Triathlon database. Alternatively, if they prefer to continue as a static referee they are added to the static referee database described above.

Polite Request

In this technological age it is easy to assume that everybody has access to the internet and an e-mail account. Many organisers, including British Triathlon, are moving towards on-line event registration as a means of simplifying event administration and reducing costs. However, it should be remembered that some of our customers still depend on traditional postage and hard copy entry forms. Please ensure that your race entry procedures can accommodate everyone’s needs and keep our sport as accessible as possible.    

STOP PRESS

At the TCR 05 Expo at Sandown Park a meeting of commercial event organisers took place which has led to the formation of a new forum called “ P.R.O. Triathlon.” The forum, open to all commercial organisers, will meet to discuss issues and initiatives relating to professional event organisation and will engage with British Triathlon. For further information please e-mail Lorraine Ferris, the Chair at: triferris@btinternet.com                               

And finally ……….

British Triathlon is working on a number of initiatives based around its new website/Client system that will hopefully be of interest to event organisers and officials. WATCH THIS SPACE.

